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Detailed Action 

Claims 1-15 are pending in this Office Action. 

Information Disclosure Statement 
The information disclosure statement filed on 4/22/03 has been considered. 

Foreign Priority 

Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted on August 27, 2001 under 35 
U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d), which papers have been placed of record in the file. Attention is 
directed to the fact that the date for which foreign priority is claimed is not the date of the 
filed application acknowledged in the oath or declaration. The priority date of August 28, 
2000 is given priority. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 
The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter, which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1, 10-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. 

Claims 1, 10, 11, 12, 14 recites the limitation "the surface" and "the original." The 
examiner can find no reference to a surface or understand the reference to "an original 
set" versus "an original scanner." The diction here is ambiguous as well as the word 
original before scanner and set seems to carry no weight. It appears in the first limitation 
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of the claim and the fifth limitation. There is insufficient antecedent basis for these 
limitations in the claims. 

Claims 13, 15 recite the Umitations "the user" and "the location," There is a lack 
of antecedent basis for these claims. The location seems to depend upon claims 12 and 14 
which do not define "a location." Claim 12 is rejected for "the location" as well. 
Applicant is encouraged to further translate and define in the claims "a location where. . ." 

Claim 15 recites the limitations "the name or the number," There is lack of 
antecedent basis for this claim. 

Claims 12 and 14 recites the Umitation "the same" in the last limitation of the 
claim. There is a lack of antecedent basis for these claims as well. 

Claim 12 recites the limitations "the operating system" and "the location" which 
has a lack of antecedent basis. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted 
on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant 
for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall 
have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the 
international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) of such 
treaty in the English language. 



Claims 1, 3-5, 9-12, 14 are rejected under 35 U,S,C 102(e) as being 
anticipated by U.S. Patent No. 6,480,884 by Saito. 
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Regarding claim 1, a push type scanner apparatus capable of transmitting image data 
through a network (Saito: col. 2, lines 50-60; col. 3, lines 42-48) comprising: 

an original scanner for reading an original set in the push type scanner apparatus 
and outputting image data of an image on the surface of the original (Saito: col. 2, Unes 
50-60), 

a network connecting interface for connecting the push type scanner apparatus to 
the network (Saito: col. 5, lines 30-32), 

an address specifying means for specifying an address designating a destination 
for transmitting the image data through the network (Saito: col. 6, lines 1-4), 

a mail creating means for creating a mail to be transmitted to the address specified 
by the address specifying means (Saito: col 6, lines 26-32), 

an appended file creating means for creating, when the original is read by the 
original scanner, an appended file comprising the image data of the original to be 
appended to the mail created by the mail creating means (Saito: col. 5, Unes 37-57), and 

a transmission executing means for outputting the created mail and the appended 
file through the network connecting interface to the network (Saito: col. 4, lines 56-61) 

Regarding claim 3, a push type scanner apparatus as claimed in claim 1, in which the 
address specifying means includes a means for entering an address to be specified by 
enter keys (Saito: col 5, lines 33-37; col. 6, lines 1-4). 

Regarding claim 4, a push type scanner apparatus as claimed in claim 1, in which the 
appended file creating means creates an appended file comprising the image data of the 
original read by the original scanner, after the address specifying means specifies the 
address (Saito: col 5, lines 37-58). 

Regarding claim 5, a push type scanner apparatus as claimed in claim 1, fiirther 
comprising an address book data obtaining means for obtaining address book data from 
any data processing apparatus connected to the network, in which the address specifying 
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means specifies a destination address from the address book data obtained by the address 
book data obtaining means (Saito: col. 5, hnes 15-22). 

Regarding claim 9, a push type scanner apparatus as claimed in claim 1, further 
comprising a set expression storing means for storing set expressions used for creating a 
text writing of a mail (Saito: col. 5, lines 37-58). 

Regarding claim 10, a push type scanner apparatus capable of transmitting image data 
through a network (Saito: col. 2, lines 50-60; col. 3, lines 42-48) comprising 

an original scanner for reading an original set therein and outputting image data of 
an image on the surface of the original (Saito: col. 2, lines 50-60), 

a network connecting interface for connecting the push type scanner apparatus to 
the network (Saito: col. 5, lines 30-32), 

a personal computer specifying means for specifying a specific personal computer 
connected to the network (Saito: col. 6, lines 1-4; Figure 2), and 

a transmission executing means for transmitting, when the original is read by the 
original scanner in association with the personal computer specification executed by the 
personal computer specifying means, the image data of the original read by the original 
scanner to the specified personal computer (Saito: col. 6, lines 26- col. 6, hne 38). 

Regarding claim 11, a push type scanner apparatus capable of transmitting image data 
through a network (Saito: col. 2, lines 50-60; col. 3, lines 42-48) comprising 

an original scanner for reading an original set in the push type scanner apparatus 
and outputting image data of an image on the surface of the original (Saito: col. 2, lines 
50-60), 

a network connecting interface for connecting the push type scanner apparatus to 
the network (Saito: col. 5, Unes 30-32), 
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a destination specifying means for specifying a mail address or a personal 
computer (Saito: coL 6, lines 1-4), 

a first transmission executing means for creating, in response to the mail address 
specification by the destination specifying means, an appended file comprising the image 
data of the original read by the original scanner to be appended to a mail, and outputting 
the created mail and the appended file through the network connecting interface to the 
network (Saito: col. 5, Hnes 37-58; col 6, lines 20-32), and 

a second transmission executing means for transmitting, in response to the 
personal computer specification by the destination specifying means, the image data of 
the original read by the original scanner to the specified personal computer (Saito: col. 6, 
lines 27-38). 

Regarding claim 12, an image data transmitting and receiving system including a push 
type scanner apparatus capable of transmitting image data through a network and data 
processing apparatus connected to the network (Saito: col. 2, lines 50-60; col. 3, lines 42- 
48), in which the push type scanner apparatus comprises 

an original scanner for reading an original set therein and outputting image data of 
an image on the surface of the original (Saito: col. 2, lines 50-60), 

a network connecting interface for connecting the push type scanner apparatus to 
the network (Saito: col. 5, lines 30-32), 

an image data storing folder specifying means for specifying an image data 
storing folder of a data processing apparatus connected to the network by an address on 
the network (Saito: col. 5, lines 1-8; secondary storage device of mail server), and 

a transmission executing means for transmitting, when the original is read by the 
original scanner in association with the image data storing folder specification by the 
image data storing folder specifying means, the image data of the original read by the 
original scanner to the data processing apparatus (Saito: col. 6, lines 26-38), 
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the data processing apparatus being provided with an image data receiving 
software on the operating system, in which the location of the image data storing folder 
for storing image data is registered (Saito: col. 5, lines 1-8; stores received email), 

the image data receiving software being used for receiving the image data 
transmitted from the scanner apparatus and storing the same in the image data receiving 
folder (Saito: col. 5, lines 1-8). 

Regarding claim 14, an image data transmitting and receiving system including a push 
type scanner apparatus capable of transmitting image data through a network and a data 
processing apparatus connected to the network (Saito: col. 2, lines 50-60; col. 3, lines 42- 
48), in which the push type scanner apparatus comprises 

an original scanner for reading an original set therein and outputting image data of 
an image on the surface of the original (Saito: col. 2, lines 50-60), 

a network connecting interface for connecting the push type scanner apparatus to 
the network (Saito: col. 5, lines 30-32), 

an image data storing folder specifying means for specifying an image data 
storing folder of a data processing apparatus connected to the network by using an 
address on the network and the name or the number of the image data storing folder 
(Saito: col. 5, lines 1-8), and 

a transmission executing means for transmitting, when the original is read by the 
original scanner in association with the image data storing folder specification by the 
image data storing folder specifying means, the image data of the original read by the 
original scanner to the data processing apparatus (Saito: col. 6, lines 26-38), 

the data processing apparatus being provided with an image data receiving 
software on the operating system, in which the location of the image data storing folder 
for storing image data is registered (Saito: col. 5, lines 1-8), 

the image data receiving software being used for receiving the image data 
transmitted from the scanner apparatus and storing the same in the image data receiving 
folder (Saito: col. 5, lines 1-8), 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 2 is rejected under 35 U.S.C 103(a) as being anticipated by U.S. 
Patent No. 6,480,884 by Saito in view of U.S. Patent No. 6,374,291 by Ishibashi et al. 

Regarding claim 2, 

The Saito reference teaches a push type scanner apparatus as claimed in claim 1, 
in which addresses and memory are used (Saito: col. 5, lines 15-22). 

The Saito reference does note explicitly state selecting a user. 

The Ishibashi reference teaches address specifying means specifies an address by 
selecting a desired address from a plurality of addresses preUminarily stored in an address 
memory (Ishibashi; col. 6, lines 46-65; col. 5, lines 1-7). 

The Ishibashi reference further teaches the invention sends a message with image 
data scanned is transmitted to the selected user (Ishibashi: col. 5, lines 1-7; 55-60). 

Therefore it would have been obvious at the time of the invention to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to create an image data transmitting and receiving system as 
taught by Saito while employing selecting a user as taught by Ishibashi in order to specify 
the party in which the image data scanned is transmitted to (Ishibashi: col. 5, hnes 1-7; 
55-60). 

Claim 6 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being anticipated by U.S. 
Patent No. 6,480,884 by Saito in view of U.S. Patent No. 5,893,101 by Balogh et al. 



Regarding claim 6, 
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The Saito reference teaches a push type scanner apparatus as claimed in claim 1, 
with data input means. 

The Saito reference does not teach additional data input means for database 
processing. 

The Balogh reference teaches an additional data inputting means for inputting 
additional data to be added to image data for database processing (Balogh: col. 3, lines 
11-43). 

The Balogh reference further teaches the invention allows users to select images 
using a natural language search capacity (Balogh: col, 1, Unes 46-54). 

Therefore it would have been obvious at the time of the invention to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to create an image data transmitting and receiving system as 
taught by Saito while employing additional data inputting means as taught by Balogh in 
order to allow users to select and search images using a natural language search (Balogh: 
col. 1, lines 46-54). 

Claims 7-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C 103(a) as being anticipated by U.S. 
Patent No. 6,480,884 by Saito in view of U.S. Patent No. 6,321,267 by Donaldson. 

Regarding claim 7, 

The Saito reference teaches a push type scanner apparatus as claimed in claim 1, 
further comprising a store means for storing the destination addresses (Saito: col. 5, lines 
19-20). 

The Saito reference does not explicitly state limiting transmission based on 
address. 

The Donaldson reference teaches data transmission is Umited on the basis of the 
domain name of each of the said destination addresses (Donaldson: col. 3, lines 34-51), 
and a transmission limiting means for limiting image data transmission to a destination 
address by corresponding the domain name of the destination address to the domain 
names stored in the store means (Donaldson: col. 7, lines 30-40). 

The Donaldson reference further teaches the invention filters out security risks 
and protects resources (Donaldson: col. 7, Unes 66- col. 8, lines 6). 
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Therefore it would have been obvious at the time of the invention to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to create an image data transmitting and receiving system as 
taught by Saito while employing limiting transmission as taught by Donaldson in order to 
filter out security risks and protect resources. 

Claim 8 is rejected under the same rationale given above. In the rejections set 
fourth, the examiner will address the additional limitations and point to the relevant 
teachings of Saito and Donaldson. 

Regarding claim 8, a push type scanner apparatus as claimed in claim 1, further 
comprising a storing means for storing the destination addresses (Saito: col. 5, lines 19- 
20) to which the image data transmission is permitted on the basis of the domain name of 
each of the said destination addresses (Donaldson: col. 3, lines 34-51), and a transmission 
permitting means for permitting the image data transmission to a destination address by 
corresponding the domain name of the destination address to the domain names stored in 
the storing means (Donaldson: col. 7, lines 41-50). 

Claims 13, 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being anticipated by 
U.S. Patent No. 6,480,884 by Saito in view of U.S. Patent No. 6,374,291 by Ishibashi 
et al. 

Regarding claim 13, 

The Saito reference teaches an image data transmitting and receiving system as 
claimed in claim 12, in which 

in each data processing apparatus, the location of the image data storing folder for 
storing image data. 

The Saito reference does not explicitly state a password with the user. 

The Ishibashi reference teaches a password for the image data storing folder set 
by the user are registered (Ishibashi: col. 6, hnes 34-45), 

so that the user selects a folder for storing the image data read by the scanner 
apparatus and enters the password set for the selected folder (Ishibashi: col. 6, lines 34- 
45), and the scanner apparatus transmits the password entered by the user to the data 
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processing apparatus having the image data storing folder selected by the user on the 
basis of an address on the network on the data processing apparatus corresponding to the 
selected image data storing folder, to query the data processing apparatus whether the 
password entered by the user coincides with the password registered for the image data 
storing folder or not (Ishibashi: col. 5, Unes 61- col. 6, line 6), and 

only when the two passwords coincide with each other, the scanner apparatus 
scans the image and transmits the image data thereof to the data processing apparatus 
having the image storing folder (Ishibashi: col. 5, lines 61- col. 6, line 6, hnes 35-45). 

The Ishibashi reference fiirther teaches the use of a password is to prevent 
inappropriate use by another person (Ishibashi: col. 6, Unes 34-45). 

Therefore it would have been obvious at the time of the invention to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to create an image data transmitting and receiving system as 
taught by Saito while employing a user password as taught by Ishibashi in order to 
prevent inappropriate use by another person. 

Regarding claim 15, 

The Saito reference teaches an image data transmitting and receiving system as 
claimed in claim 14, in which 

in each data processing apparatus, the name or the number and the location of 
each image data storing folder for storing image data. 

The Saito reference does not explicitly state a password with the user. 

The Ishibashi reference teaches a password for each image data storing folder set 
by the user are registered (Ishibashi: col. 6, lines 34-45), 

so that the user selects a folder name of the image data storing folder for storing 
the image data read by the scanner apparatus and enters the password set for the folder 
corresponding to the selected folder name (Ishibashi: col. 6, lines 34-45), and the scanner 
apparatus transmits the password entered by the user to the data processing apparatus 
having the image data storing folder corresponding to the folder name selected by the 
user on the basis of an address on the network on the data processing apparatus 
corresponding to the folder name, to query the data processing apparatus having the 
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image data storing folder corresponding to the folder name whether the password entered 
by the user coincides with the password registered for the image data storing folder 
corresponding to the folder name or not (Ishibashi: col 5, Unes 61- col. 6, line 6), and 

only when the two passwords coincide with each other, the scanner apparatus 
scans the image and transmits the image data thereof to the data processing apparatus 
having the image storing folder corresponding to the folder name (Ishibashi: coL 5, Unes 
61- col. 6, line 6, lines 35-45). 

The Ishibashi reference further teaches the use of a password is to prevent 
inappropriate use by another person (Ishibashi: col. 6, Unes 34-45). 

Therefore it would have been obvious at the time of the invention to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to create an image data transmitting and receiving system as 
taught by Saito while employing a user password as taught by Ishibashi in order to 
prevent inappropriate use by another person. 

Prior Art 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure: 

U. S. Patent No. 6,128,101 issued to Saito teaches mailing scanned images with 

header. 

U.S. Patent No. 5,333,266 issued to Boaz teaches collecting and generating 
messages based on any media type like email. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Benjamin R Bruckart whose telephone number 571-272- 
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3982. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00-5:30 PM with every other Friday 



If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Hosain Alam can be reached on 571-272-3978. The fax phone numbers for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703) 872-9306 for 
regular communications and After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 571-272- 
3982. 

Benjamin R Bruckart 
Examiner . ^ 



off. 
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brb 

November 15, 2004 



HOSAIN ALAM 

SUPBWISORY RSETENT EXAMINER 



